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HE N Fir red by ou to 
Preach the {ro ae my 
'] Compliance would have. been more a:fþp- 
' | cultly obtained, had I taken time to tonſs+ 
[ der, That it care within the Number of 
I the Diſcourſes that were to be Printed at 
{| your Requeit; yea,to be the laſt of them. 

A Subje#, exhauited by Eleven  Di-, 
| vines of ſo great Name = Worth, can 
receive little Advantage by the. ſucceeding 
| Attempts of a Head ſo barren, and a Heart. \ 
| ſo cold as mine, 
I HOWEVER, My Proof being 

+] ven, T intreated His ance whoſe EE: 
[plead and} 


Lo 


uct 7 commit to Him. 
j. {FI ha M "F je on. any thing ſaid by 
(Others (ui itFFearce poſſible to avoid.) its 
| not borrowed __ | ent : ; for I conſulted 
none 


- 


The Preface. 
_ of the former Sermons ## preparing | 
x 

[2 or Medium which my through this | 
Diſconrſe is very fit, 1'm ſure, to inforce | 
what nyt rn dg and notwithſtanding | 
the Defes of my Management, I can ſay, 
T believe what I deliver, and approve heart- 
#y of your Good Deſign, and what's bet- 
_ fer Es #thers to promote it. 

atter of deepeſt Sorrow, Whezx 

Pillener af all Sorts abound, When Men 
declare 0 Sins with Sodoms Inſolency, 
When our Settlement # thereby ſo expoſed, | 
and a probable 7 from the amwfulleif 
Wor, 4 MG « Thred fe ſo tender as the | 

ife of His Majeſty King WILLIAM. 
Th get ſome Py Ring Note require. 
other Motives to eſpouſe this Work of Re- 
formation: And many Magiſtrates /5ift 
off the execution of the Faw, tho the Oath | 
_- of God be pon them. © 

HOW rare is a Zealous Nehemiah ?. 
Nay, Symptoms of our Condition were leſs 
pre. j all who ev at God's Altar 


his Exeewton, 


\ 


The Preface. 


BUT amidit great Cauſes of Fears and 
Lamentation, let s not me neglet 
to adore God's undeſerued Goodneſs, that 


" our Conſtitution retains ſo many good Laws 
 againſs groſs Enormities : The Parliament 


hath made an Addrels, aud. the King par- 
Juant thereto, publiſhed a Proclamation, ſo 
excellently acknowledging the dneneſs, ne- 
ceſſity, and. valne of Reformation, with - 
Reſolves of promoting it to the utmoit. It 
were very aſlitive, as well as uncharitable, 


to think a Shop: could be made hete, | Aol 
| theexecution - the Laws ; ſuſpended as for- 


merly, for this wonld turn tothe Nations 


| Reproach, and bean Aggravation. of its 
Guilt, by rendring the farecited Initances, 


a meer Teſtimony againſt futxre N les, 
and a cauſe of af - 4 
NOR % it an.inconfiderable Preſage 
of Good, as well as a probable Means. of 
England s Amendment , that yan: have. 
formed your ſelves into Societies:for the 
Reformation of Manners, a Title becom- 
ing a Chriſtian Nate, 47 Enterprize alike 
owing to *jl rant Z eal, and amazing Con- 
| -$pirix under cammont 
\ fliſtgces, had beer overwhelmed with 
the very view of the Frength of that Tide 


of 


The Preface. _ 
of uncontrouled Wickedneſs, which was 


at firit to be Stem'd by ſo very few. | 
HOW ſoon did Divinely inſpir d Minds 


coaleſce iz this Undertaking &*— And. 


eaſily made it evident, That there is no ſuch 
difference between Members of the Eſtabli- 


ſhed Church, and the Diſſenters,that will | 


ot be overlook'd by all Serious Perſons. 
. when the undoubted Concernments of Chriſt 
and Pratical Godlineſs are in danger. 


| BY an Onion founded on a Bottom, 


and deſigned-toEnds ſo truly Chriſtian, 
your Numbers were ſoon increaſed ;, Very 


many Magiitrates and Perſons of Eminent 


_ Figure gav? up themſelves to this Under- 
taking, fit Rules were adjuſted, and the 

angeSucceſles which encourag'd your ear- 
ly Attempts, do ſtill grow more and more a- 


mazing, being as much beyond the hopes of 


your © tumerous friends, as the expeFations 


of ſurprized Offendors, (who as Such | 


only, can be ill-willers to this Deſign) nay, 
Me ſtrong in Faith, are as iz a Dream, 
#0 ſee the Work of Reformation advanced 
thus far in ſo ſhort a time 5, and induced 
to hope. this to be the dam 
Seaſon, wherein Reforming At 

ſhall ſucceed to thoſe higher degrees of Pu- 

rity 


rity which are propheſied of; altho 
Diſpenſations may 44. a of ron 
to introduce it,- + 
eo os # is wy eli off fel? o 

our ſucceſsful Example, That Men 
ans hear in other Places in this Nas 
| oz, are awakened to exert their United 
Strength in. pleading the Cauſe of Chriſt 
against Profanels. - 

YEA Irelan a, if bluſhing" at en 4- 
ging ſo late, their Diſtreſs and De- 
Guerance had bees ſo aftoniſhing—— Do 
ever: exceed your Fervour, and Proteſtants 
of every Communion #» Dublin, account 
| Reformation their greate# Buſoneſe. © 
MAL not we hope that your influencing 
| Preſident may in time extend to alt other 
Proteſtant Countries ; that® noe called 
Reformed, as to their Faith, may wear the 
Reproach of negleFing a Reformation 
their Manners :+ 'They owe*#he ſame 
Love to their Neighbour as you do, their 
Municipal Laws againſt Vice, are a Ta- 
lent for which they are as accountable as 
Jou be for yours: Groſs Sins will be as 
dangerous ti'tvery Nation which has equal 
Lieks, Wo they be . to England; and” the 
Hears wherein a Divine ms a "I 

ct 
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 *6th, will nay. prompt | 
Zea, "as they ſhalt bear t be 


ve * So 4. 


| Bleſs you 
for incl! ining zour Hearts 
fark. and giving 90s: the, ; eſent 
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MATTH. x11. 309. 

He that is not with me, is again8 
ne \ and he that gathereth not 
with me, ſeattereth abroad. 

T aptneſs to excite your romo- 
ting a Reformation of | Man- 
{ers 3 we muſt conſider the occaſion of 
' | theſe 'Words, which' you'll find in the 
foregoing. Verſes, v. 22. Chriſt" heated 
| a Man poſſeſſed with a Devil, who had 
deprived him of both Sight atid Speech. 
The Hand of that Enetny 1s ſometimes 
- | great in Bodily Diſeaſes, and when they 
| come ' by his immediate Agency upon, 
any Perſon: delivered up by God to en- 
dure ſtatedly ſuch Effe&s of his Power 3 
ſo far, and {6 long, that Perſori is 
| to be ; poſſeſſed with the Devil, who is 
Comm joned thus tb" /'vex and” hurt 


bim: Tn this Condition the:Man' was 
== brought 


O underſtand” this Text i in i hy I 


2 ASERMON 


brought to Chriſt, who not only remo- 


ved the Diſeaſes, by reſtoring his Sight | 


. 


and Speech,...which was a Cure ;- but 
therein he overcame the reſiſting Power 
of the Devil, and.expell'd him 5 ſo that 
he could no Tonger have acceſs to the 
Perſon as his own priviledged Place, to 
make him Blind and Dumb : which con- 
notes the Devil's Agency in this Diſeaſe, 
and Chriſt's Conqueſt over him'in his 

healing the Diſeaſed Perſon. V. 23. And 
AP the People were amazed, and ſaid, - Ir 
. 20t this the Soz of David >? This Miracle 
filling them with amazement, induceth 


them. to. receive, Chriſt as the promiſed | 


Meſſzas: q. d. Who fhould he be, but 
thet Rod out of the Stems of Jeſſe 2 Pro- 


 & 


pheſied of Yeti. 1. 10. Matth. 21. 6. 
Cauldany below him perform\what we 
have ſeen agdheard? What more Mira- 
culous. can ithe Meſjzas do'?: The Power 
of God would neyer-work {nch a Mira- 
cle to favour.an' Impoſtor; and no 
Power below what's Divine,; could poſ- 
Gbly elfett t;:-Amd. ſeeing his Doctrine 
agrees with. the, Old Teſtament ; and 
theſe his Worksare ſo plaina Teſtunor 
of, the Spirit to his being; ſent. of Gag, 


zo the Sotieres, &c. 3 


he muſt be what he declares himfelf, 7M 


The promiſed Chrift: 

THE Phariſees not able to deny the 
Fact, attempt to/enervate . the. Inference 
the People made therefrom. V. 24. But 
when the-Phariſees heard it, they ſaid, this 
Fellow doth 'not casF out Devils; but by 
Beelzebub the Prince of Devils 7q. ib 
We grant there is a power more than 
Humane, in what this. Man hath perfor- 
med before you, .but it's a Diabolical 
Power this Work is owing to and-it's 
to ſerve the Purpoſes of the Devils, 'and 
under the Condutt of their Prince; that 


this Contemptible Man, :unworthy\of 


any Name, 1s employed even it what 
you are ſo amazed at. Thereforeinſtead 
bf thinking him to be the Meſſsas; you 
ought to q@nclude him. a grand -Impo- 

ſtor, and jet him as ſuch, andthe 
more for theſe” Infernal Aſſiſtances "ya 


{ {ce afforded to him. 


:FHIS was a: Concluſion m_ malic 
ous for an Apology - from«meer!Tgnds 
tance, Which with: what our” Lord ap- 
plieth- to' theſeiMen, Y. 31. 32: gives s 
probable. Reaſon-to conclude, [That the 
Sin agudnit the Holy Gho# 3s w wiltul 
| B 2 — 


4 A'SERMON-:-: 
aſcribing to the power of the Devil,rhoſs 
evident Miracles wrought by the Holy 
Ghoſtin Teſtimony:to Jeſ#s being the 
Meſitas, that ſo it might be concluded, 
Tells; was not the Chriſt, but an Im- 
or. 

IT'S no.wonder, thatit's impoſſible to 
- bring ſuch as commit: this Sin to'Repen- 
tance,-and conſequently to obtain Par- 
don, becauſe they: hereby deprive them- 
ſelves: of the advantage of Miracles to 
ſubdue: their: Lnbeliet? yea, they em- 
ploy them'to harden themſelves i in Infi- | 
delity-againſt him,” -who 3s exalted to give 
Repentance; and deliver the Will of God | 
to Mankind. - 
OUR Lord: Jeſus inſwers this wretch- 
ed Afſertion, by.detecting its Weakneſs; 
Falſhood, and Impoſlibilityg and theres 
by juſtifies. the Peoples Corfluſion from 
2.:25-:t0 29. Not:to mention his Rea- 
ſoning, 9.'27, from theit Childrens Pra-| 
Qieer:the. principal. Argument- Is thus 
drawh-ab ixipoſſebili..... 301: '2440 

"SATAN, muſt be a defigningl wiltat 
Deſtroyer; of -bis {own Kingdonh;-ikf i0f : 
Chriſk did-\caft -out Devils :under i-his | 
Coiidue, and by his Virtue, which vi 


| 


But if T of - 
God, then the Kingdom of God: 3s  (OPvie 
among you * This is the: other Ki 
'2##z, God's Kingdogt 


« W. arbetween thele two-Kingdoms; th: 
the one" rows upon the others: Lines, 


denc 


to the Socitties /%&. 5 
a thing of which Satan” who; was ſuch a 
Self-lover, and had ſo' great .a*Reach, 


could not poſiibly-be gmlty.:': Noy: the 


Devil is too wiſe not to' undetſtand{his 
Intereſt better than thus, eſpectallyrin' a 
Caſe fo obvions,' and” fo neany con. 


cerning himſelf. | | 
OUR Saviour to clear the: Be of 
this Argument, declareth, | 55 v= 


1. THAT God” and: the Deviti have 


two very diſtinct Kingdoms, "whit are 
Conſtitnted, 'Ruled,'* Supported;” and 


Propagated by Ways,” and in a*-manner 
extremely. difterent, V.26. If Satavs\ "paſt 


out- Satan, he 3s Atvided againſt af; 
how then can by King dom and Fo) Here 


is one Kingd om, vis. "he evils/'o. dB. 
cat out | Dyvils by the'$, 


ingdomn, 
'2.. THERE is in this World {Sire 4 
3. THE way of Chriſt; -apd'tt oF 


- Ofis Dodkrins, ag oylats 
his tremp ts. were utterly to ofert 


Satan's Kin gdom, and advance che King- 


dom of God. B 3 4. SA- 


5s A4'SERMON 

4. SATAN's Kingdom was effectually 
weakned, and the Kingdom of God ad- 
Vine and enlarged by all that power 
which Chriſt ras put forth in this and 


all other Miracles.'- | 
5s. WHATEVER Chriſt did contri- 


bute by his exerted Power to the De- | 


{trudjon of Satan's Kingdom, was in a 
' way of force and violence upon Satan, 
and' not with his Conlent. 

AFL theſe things ate implied in v. 26. 
28, arid moſt exprdly v. 29. Or eſe how 
cau' one 'enter into a flirong Man's Houſe, 
aud ſpoit bis Goods, except he firit bind 
the. (var Mar." ard then he will Jpoil his 


Haſs. The Sum of Chriſt's Plea is this, ' 


its umpoſlible the Devil who is'a Being 
ſo fagitious and experienc'd, ſhould wit- 


tingly. help me to offer violence'to him- | 
_ ſelk-and thereby enable me to force him . 


out of his Throne; Teſcue the Prey out 
by ibis: Jaws, phuck down what he hath 

{o'\{tudiouſly "erected, defeat;his: chief 
deſighs//and advance God's Throne and 


Ive; npon'the_bbſtruQting whereof = 


. Satans conſtantly: and'maliciout] [i 1- 


af without inbertrate Malics they: can- 


Ak '. 1-: zn0t 


ww © 


UM 
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not be ſurmized,. Nay, lam fo farifrom 
working Miracles by the power of Byel- 
zcbub, that it anaſt; be. evident taieyery 
unprejudic'd Perſon, they are wrought 
by the Power of God, 'in-whoſe intereſt 
11 am ſo entirely engaged, and. whielyd 
hereby ſubſerve. 

HAVING given you. this account 'of 
the Matter our Bleſſed Saviour 1s tredging | 
of, I ſhall conſider the; Text 3 Heithet: 56. 
not with me, is againf# mc, and:be that. gar 
thereth - nat with me, : ſcattereth 'abraad. 
Herein ſeveral things -ſkentdeligned.. 
| 7- AN inforcement of the forecited 
; | Argument. -q. 4.” Satan 3s {© far-from 
concurring with merit my 'delign, or 
yielding me aſliſtance by his Pawer; that 
| he would employ his Skill to amPPort 
what T 2m caſting down, je w 
lect no Method 7 pull-down whatl. an 
building up : | And inſtead of fayouring 
| my Attempt, bis Power would-be enga- 
ged againſt it ; the utmoſt Strength pal- 
| feſſed by him, he- would-be ſuredgiex-. . 
| ert, to obſkrudt Mens Faith. in+,me; lag 
not to induce them:to believei; hewenls 
prove. mean . i Impoſtor,. infea obriſs: 


teſting amy —— ht; 
B 4 ur- 


1 


UMI 
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ſurmize that my Miracles are wrought by | 
any virtue derived: from him ? Seeing he 
muiÞbe againit me, \if be be not for me. 

2. ANOTHER thing deſigned is to 
aſſert, That the'-Lord Jeſus is the Head 
of 'God's Kingdom j in'its preſent Oeco-.| 
nomy. 

_ THIS1s evidenced by the alteration 
of the Terms; for in a ſtrict connexion | 
with-the foregoing Paſſages, the Words 
would - run. us's He that 15- not with 
God's Kingdom, 15.againſt God's 'King- 
dom. But inſtead'thereof, they are, te 
that is not with me (the Chriſt) is againit 
26.5 to denote, that the Adminiſtration 
of God's Kingdom is committed to | 
Chriſt God-Man -the Mediator. - 4. 4. 
Legiſhtion, Dominion, Judgment, the 
Care and Diſpoſal. of - all Perſons and 
Thing which appertatn to! the Divine 
Kingdom in this World, I amntruſted 
with to me.they belong g: The Governs ' 
ment is popes 5:45pm Ia. 9.6: Tam 


the 'K 9.9% and the: Intereſt of | 

I + Deizy: among? Mankind, | 4s lodg- 
ed:in' my Hands; and: therefore Mens 
adherence” te. God's Kingdom, is"des+ | 
Feymmined- by their "SOLE tq. me, 


to 


V7" 8; "©. BEE; » WR. WY GAN” SD 


© ww Fw YN 4 ww Rn wm. nd 


| Hands. . Joh55 22.27; For the' Father 
judgethmo. Man, 'but hath commine#\ulf 


rected torreduce. A 
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towhom the Authority therein” is'de- 
legated.”. © 

CHRIST conſidered abſtradtelly = AS 
God, is of the ſame Eſſence with the Fa- 
ther, and ſo originally poſſeſſed the 
Kingdom of God as Creator, in the fime 
very reſpe&s as the Father did 3 head 
the ſame abfotate Royal Dominion, and 
Rectoral Authority: was eſſential t to bim 
without a Delegation; ++ 

'BUT to Chriſt-as Mediator: this King 


dom which refers eſpecially.to theRe- 
 covery of: Fallen Men, arid the Goverh- 


ment of them as redeemed; "19 given'aFx 
Reward: -Joh. 13. 3” \Feſtr knowing 
that the Father had' put” al] things into: bjg 


Judg ment tothe Son 5 And hath'utver iii 
Authority alſo to execute Judgment, broanſe 
he is the Son of Man." . Matth: 28. x8. AP 
power is given me in Hetoen and Bavth;! 


THIS isthat Kingdowiwhichwa 


e; Es 
ates*to a'ſnbjeQti- 
on to God; againſt whom they” hadfre- 
belled 3": wdga as Wiely, Juſth ; 
fully, and Perfedaly admin | 
Chriſt, ſhall be: delivered up afres all 

| Men 
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Men have been Tryedat this Redeemer's 
Bar, and the Equity of his Procedure 1s 
ſolemnly vindicated ,...z--Cor. 15. 24. 


2 Theſſ. 1.7, 8,9, 10. 
A 'due Conſideration of this Kirrg- 


dom. as in Chriſt's Hands, and' as it is | 


his Kingdom, would evince þ3s Divj- 
nity, 28 well as his Mediatorial Admini- 


frration ; For were not he truly God, he 


could not know, and influence fo many 
Minds ; Dire; Inipire, Uphold, De- 


fend, Reſirain,; :Sncveed and Accommo-' 
date fach aMultztude of Perſons, in ſuch 


yariety'of Exigenctes, at the ſame time. 
113- different Places, and judge the Secrets 
of all Men at laſt: 

FT' would alſo: Su Mens achirony 


ledgment of a: Goſpel Law, without 
which-the Notion. of a Golpel Kingdom * 


would be in'many reſp<Cts\ incongru- 


ous; and a judicial proceeding upon 


Sinners, as. Believers, or Unbelievers, 
Penitent; or-Impenitent, were! impoſſi- 


ble: For by-the Law of-Innocency; the 


Penfitent believing -Sminer would be as 
infallibly condemned, as he TO: is a 
NY Penitent. | Mat 


NEITHER 
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NEITHER would it bh ſuch a difh- 
culty to comprehend how an Obedience 
ſhort of legal Perfection, is acceptable at 
a Redeemer's.Bar,' as 2 Condition. of a 
Sinner's poſſeſling the Effects. of that Re- 
deemer's Righteouſneſs ; for his Righ- 
Tteouſne(s being the ſole meriting cauſe of 
thoſe beneficial Effects, the [wpetration 
of them /is confined to, his Obedience; 
which was more:than adzquate to; the 
Law of Innocency 3. and {6 there -i5no 
room left.for our meriting by our Obe- 
þdience. to the Goſpel, which is the Rule 
by which Chriſt only applieth the:Bleſ- 
it ings purchaſed by himſelf; But yet 1f 
that Goſpel. do. not entitle us to.thaſe 
Bleſſings upon our compliance with this 
Conditions whereupon it. offered them 
to all Sinners,and exclude not themiwho 
refuſe to comply : then Chriſt's Goſpel 
Kingdom ;is 2 meer Phyſital. Los 
wherein, Benefits are no-Motives.to Du- 
ty, nor Danger 'a Diſyaſive from Sins 
Goſpel Pleadings, Perfwations, and Au - 
| thority, have; no more place with, .and. 
Pare as umproper to.them, as40 the ging 
Sa, or hardeſt Stones. z the mfuerceOh 
Conſideration! is. totally hc\Wdodi Abe 
ome 
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ſome are haled to Heaven by meer exter- 
nal Power, without any regard to their 
voluntary ſubje&tion to the Goſpel ;.and 
others thruſt into Hell, without any r 
ſpect to their wilful refuſing of the Re- 
medy, and felf-hardening againſt re- 


peated Calls, and the Grace 6ffered by the | 


Redeemer. Such thoughts could ſcarce 
be conceived poflible to one'who ever 
read the' Holy Scriptures, 'unleſs an oc- 
cafional obſcure Paſſage muſt govern a- 

ainſt the whole and plain ſcope of the 


ible ; where a ReQtoral Adminiſtrationg 


towards fallen 'Man in order to his Re- 
covety,..is ſo conſtantly expreſſed, and] 
our Saviour is ' found deſignedly to call 
this: 10 very often by the Name wy 

don. 
- » SHOULD” any Sinfer object, If 1 
ſhould be caſt into- Rell from-under the 


Goſpel, I ſhallibe ſo dealt with becauſe|- | 
the Cutſe” of the*Law.of Tnnocency lie] 


againſt me only as'a Fallen Sinner. I a#-| 
fwer,- That Sentence tooki hold 'of you 
as Fallen 'Sinneis Jibut* with that, there 
- fhall be' a ſore” DeſftruTion for refuſing 
Chriſt; and rejedting the Mercy of God, 
which offered you 4 Freedbtn-from that 


"1 
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firi# Condemnation : And that very offer 


of Deliverance npon Goſpel Terms, the 
earneſt Pleadings of Chriſt with you to 
accept it, his Complaints of your refu- 
ſal, his Threatnings of ſorer Puniſhments 
to excite your Minds, his laying your 


' continued and 5 Fro Ruine upon 


your wiltul Diſobedience, and. for that 
as Judge Condemning you at laſt as un- 
relieved, -.do :fully demonſtrate, that 
Chriſt's Goſpel Kingdom 1s a Rectoral 
Conſtitution adapted to Subjects capable 
of Moral Government, notwithſtand- 
ing your Apoſtacy ; and that by theſe 
Methods joyned with his aſliſting Grace, 
he was treating with you 2s fach, in or- 
der to your Salvation, TAN 
2. A third thing deſigned by the Text, 
1s a diſtribution:..of all- Perſonsinto A- 


bettors.of,. and Contenders for Chriſt's | 
Kingdom on the one fide, er:the Devil's 


Kingdom on the other: ' 4. d. All fare 


| with me or againſt me, as the Head of 


the Goſpel Kingdom ; and le:that is not 
far me, 1s againſt me, and for. my Com- 
petitors ;. They: who: gather -not wath 
ine, 7. e. they: :who .do .not under:my 
Eonduct afliſtand propagate the Divine 
15 | | "Inte- 


« 
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Intereſt, which I am managing, ſuch 
ſctter abroad, 7. e. they, oppoſe the In- 
tereſt of God; and in conjunfion with 
Satan they exalt his Dominion and Pur- 
poſe. Noneare Neutrals, each 1s enga- 
ged and ſuitably employed. 

FROM the 'Fext in connexion with | 
the foregoing: Verſes ; we have ground 
. for theſe following Obſervations. ; 

: Obſerv.THERE are two Kingdoms, 
with their ſeveral Intereſts,in oppoſition 
and conteſt againſt each other in this 
lower World. 

THE one'isa Kingdom of Light, the 
other of . Darkneſs ; the one of Truth, ' 
the other of Er7or ; the one adminiſtred 
by Holy Laws, the other by Dzabolical 
and Carnal Maxims :——The one a King- 
dom of Love und Peace, the other of 
Emnmity, Cruetty,-and Diſcord. * The Ex- 
conuragements in the: one are Rational, 
Spiritual; and Heavenly ; in the other, 
they are And, and Farthly. As 
the -one*prevaileth, "Men become - Juſt, 
Kind, /Temperate, Humble; Pious, Hea- 
venty minded; and adormed with every 
Grace 3 as thei other obtaineth, Men be- 
come. Unjuſt,” Malignant, ::Intemperate; 
"FIR Proud, 


to the Societies; &c. 15 


. Proud, Impious, Earthly-minded, -void 
of every Grace, and Univerſally.vitious. 
The yoluntary Subje&s of the one King- 
dom, are Men Sober, Regular, Uſeful, 
Good, 'and truly Religions - the Sub 
jets of the other are all:either Wild; Ir- 


| regular, Maſchievous, .as well as Uninſe- 


ful, Bad, Idolatrous, Profane, or Irrel1- 
g10Us ; | Theſe Kingdoms, fo extremely 
oppoſite;are in perpetual War,one grow- 
ing upon the others decay, as the one 
prevaileth, "the other loſeth ground ; 
Peace i8 impoſlible between them, yea, a 
Truce or Ceffation cannot be admitted 
for a moment, tho the Struggles ſome- 
times, and 1n ſome Places, are more Vi- 
{ible than in other. | 

2 Obſerv. THE Rulers of theſe Cond- 
tending Kingdoms and Intereſts, | are 
Chriſt God-Man our Mediator ort the one 
part, and the Devil confiderd Collect- 
rvely as the Head of the Apoſtacy on the 
jo part. The Lord Jeſus in the Hu- 
mane Nature oppoſeth Satan,-. and-Tn- 
vades the Territories he long poſſeſſed, 
_ andereQts his Throne-where his a £ Is 

Dee. --- | 


THE 
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THE Devils ſeverally. under whatever | 
Condut | the - Superiority. 1h” Order, |. 
Power, . or Office. among them doth ad- | 
juſt; do, oppoſe Chriſt's Attempts, ſe- 
cure their own Conqueſts, | defend the ' 
Degeneracy- introduced: by them, pro-_ 
mote Man's Hoſtility againſt Heaven, 5 
cloſely. goard their Priſoners, ad reco- | 
ver whatever of their Image or Domi- 
nion- Chriſt at any time impaireth. Sa- 
tan is'the Ruler, with whom: Chriſt 
ſtands Competitor inevery Age. - © 
.3 Obſerv. ALL Men are divided into |. 
two Parties by their :adherence to theſe «| 
two oppoſite Rulers,in their reſpective In- | 
tereſtsand Deſigns. | 
THE one Party is for Chriſt, andthe | | 
_ Parpoſes he purſues ;.in this are included | 
all Goog, Mex, and whatever good they _ 
do, eſpeciatly of -a_ Publick Nature”: 
Theſe under the-Condutt of: Chriſt, ad | . 
vance what he is building up,/ard extir- | ; 
pate-what he.came to deftroy $'they Im. } 
barkwithbim, and-fight under his Bane, |. 
ner; froman Approbation of ' bisDelign g 
Ben agrecable.ta; their. own: Gao. 


empert, 


THE 


4 
__ 
RS 
% 
Dat a 


| ſite" 'Rulers"a | 


l titi/on: "His tas Kingilom, 6 :and hin- 


dom, vrithe et) Fa NatarealMen 
"are! in! Satan's: Kcitcreſthy-and: undet; his 
"Power, . 2. 23>Bevradeth it the Bbj- . 
 Apert\ 0 edjenren Bi. Grace werare 
delivered! from Satan's Power; add tran- 


_—_— 3. Mm 
-/FHE other” Party includes - all, {nach - 


|. who yield up themſelves to Satan's Gon- | 


duCk, theſe! have an #Hverſfor to Chriſt 
and his Intereſt, fron>theirown Ccorrapt 

a Foidreſ} for thoſe 
roy: By this 


-advite [Difofitiod. the Devitaflty 


a&tuatestheir F ONGS exiplopeihel 
As on ſo'they be  teady-Tn 


impoſlible, 


intothe:Kinzdomufonr Tbtd 
Colts; Inbe Eos : 
th. atid;/prefſeth all} 


bis Callyichdjual- 
om, -thezoTdnti- 


| der whit they tan'the\favcels of Chrid's 
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Attenipts, + ena the Devil's ps 
tion. * if £97 

SOME pleaſe themſelves with. a Con- 
cent; that the} areimot of aParty (with 
the/Devil againſt Chriſt, tho tbey: are 
conſcious they!7 are not: engaged / On 
Clifiſts fide.-+But-the Vanity? of it is | 
apparent (fromahis;; that theie'very ſor- 
ized: Neutrality 1s teally their being a 
Party: with-Satan 3 for they were origi- | 
nally bound to be God's SubjedFs;/becanſe 
they: were his Rational 7g and 
 thoby their Rebellibn they forfeited the. 
 Irmumities of -his Kingdom; - yet an ob- 
ligation to continue his SUD jedts, ceaſerl | 
notthereby. 711i @ 
1122NAY :further;; Chriſt by: -Ais Merits 
| hiving:procured: a. Reſtoral; of [their 
forfeited. Privileflges, 1f they will ri 
turn ; -and offefing his Aſſeftzvce: to.en- 
-able them to T9turn, be now, claimeth | 
their ' Allegiarice;: both. as: God's: Crea- 
«tures,-and as liis on Redeemed. 
- i: FF therefore after -this Glaim; Men 
-ſhalbrefuſe to joyn: actually] with Chriſt, 
-and to-give up-themelves tohim,. muſt. 
-not every; Man (confeſs: theyi continue 
- ite : 4Ctua) Robel/on P' Keep) they: nÞt | 
3A ſtill 


tothe Sacreyrer ; $c. 
ſtill in. .the Enemies. Camp. W:. 
they _ Liſt. not, themſelves in; Chriſt's 
Army ?-——Ate. they, not there 2. How- 
ever they: lag ar hide, 'till. they,;come 
over to our Lord; whem God bh; ah ſen 
to bring them back tohim 2... - ... | 
"ALL of Jo therefore have Zeafog d 
| affure your elves, if you are.not actually 
| and <xplicigly for; the, Lord. Jens, you 
- | are a,: the Devils 1 your 
Leader, ans ws yo have the {ane gom- 
mon. Intereſt; and drive on the ame De- 
 \ign. Theſe words, Natit with 
ze, is againit we, prove wha 
ſhould awaken us to deepthop 
we neglect an explicite De Feat 'S 
ourſelves to Chriſt 3; and ally wt 
be, hath any Momextow Congery, n wg 
tation 19 our [ OF - cf 

an Obſero. 1 F'S in vain for any. Man 
to profe (eo be an (aukt's ice, or 5 
yy ta this Conge! RE. go, 
10 bis Place contrib] nte_ his At t6 

1B Prot YL Intereſt, 

ar Tag the Peligns hey | 
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"FFF. thi 'gathereth rot with Chri  Seat- 

"rereth abrbad. and is not with him\, but 
apahnit him: -By theſe words hedetermin- 
-eth that they Tribe) ite indeed with him, 
-mifthe a#ive itt his Cauſe, for he will 
uſe their Service, tho he do. not need it : 
"beym {t pather with him, or he:deems 
0 be his Enemies, and adjudgeth 
them OfftryFors of his Work, if they 
ſta edty * nepJett to contribute to i, AC 
cording totheir Power. 


AY, in his account, if his Interiſ 
grow? riat by | their Labour, they are Ac- 
cefſoy to' its Detriment, and they fab- 
ferve the'Deyil's Purpoſes, tho they" own 
ir not." 

' SOMEWHAT all Met are doit and 
ptrſfiſ -25 the ſcope''of their "Tie. 
which fails not to be e pernicious, if if be 


not $ope nh 

re our: Rekdrbaa Denis, tide 
Men©be*© "entirely and" heartily” devoted 
to his" Exyſe, Sh wil not, farl 46 


comttanditheir”' 2 reg etnploy their 
Talents” this Servic 141e” eiti- 
ons and Hlzative s, are not fhf- 


ficient Teſtimonies againſt Hypoctrlie 
in, their profeſſed Regards 24: bim, 


nor 


to the S0fiier, ed. 21 


nor fit- Evidences | chat theyrats] Sn- 


CETEs 57. +7 Fry i&IL1- at « 
'AND as vainly' do endkiops to: _ 
the Odinz of being'of a Party. with-che 


Devil, *- becauſe /they!+do. not; -brofeſſedly 
abet his Cauſe, or to be unhureful-to 


* Chriſt's Deſigns, ! if they makens direct 
. and deliberate oppolition thereto7:-» :» 


ALAS, you'll find: your StafeSwill be 
determited by more cloſe and; Jubſbantiel 
Indications. Our 'ELord''whs: 'd 
Peter to evidence theFruth of his Love 


to him by feeding his-Sbeep, Joh, i22:16: 


_ our Diſcipleſhip {haH. be inſtan- 
ced--in a vigorous! advancement -of-- his 
Conquelſts. 

+W.E muſt not only ceaſe to FaaDE: 
him by our own Enormities, but we maſt 
help on the Reforttiation of. others; we 


' muſt -zzcreaſe his Kingdom,” by; effratrg 


the number of Rebels ; ind vindliewte' it, 
by reſtraining Mens profligate Diſfobedi- 

ence, asfar as-we-are able, : - > ' 
THIS5+ gathering with Chris, which 
if we omit, we do one way..or other 
protote MensRebellious Difobedience, 
which' is ſcattering :ab#ovad'5 whereby'we 
make Chriſt's Building more difficult, 
CY ; and 


and: leſs-probable, we make havock in 
his Heritage, pull down what he 1s:fo 
frudious to erect ;/ arididifſperſe into'the 
oper Wafties (where Satan preſides) thoſe 
whom Chriſt is bringing into his own 
Encloſures.” F © 10 


. THE: Subject would require my:Enz FE 


Jargementoneachof theſe Obſervations — 
But one Diſcourſe will not admit aproſe- 
cotioneven of this laſt to its full extent. 
'Therefore'I- ſhall: fatisfie my {elf to have 
laid a Foundation for'what may bemioſt 
propertly dire&ed to your affiſtance!; 


Societies | attempting” the Reformation of 
Maners, by puttin} the. Laws in Execution | 


against ſundry open Immoralities. © 

- WHAT can'exgage you to, or effcon- 
rage you in this Undertaking; yea, or 
oblige you to Diſigexce and; accurate 
Circumſpection inthe proſecution there- 
of, like this? In this your Attempt you 
have Chr+5# for your Head, and his King- 
dom and deſigns to'promote, and this in 
oppuſtion to Sytan and his Kingdom : 
Alſo, that to'negle& it, would Fateyou 


on Sztaz's ide, arid for his Tritereſts, 'in 


oppoſetion to Chrish,-and his Kingdori. 


A " OT * ” WW Mw. F FT 'Y P IF S 


tobe Sogietier; &c. 
HOW, ;forcible is, 29y..0ne of: 
Conſiderations How 9p 0 more .; 


them conjoyned?, Ag-1ndv ea d they, berlin | 


favqur of; your Bleſſed. nterprize Ang. 
this Ihope to.evidence in the RS 


Propoſttipns,, which.are founded on: wha 
' T have: already ſpoken 49,,, and willlead 
me.to reaſhame, and; USE ale. Ab, 


Be pb or oy, ppl 


ers of 4 d,.35 4. conliderable pe F: 
of the deſign gf. Goh, 3s. Reed, oft 
Divine Kedom in th Wor 

BL Reformation, wk MAuzers, pa] 
ed as the adxquate. deligh of Chriſt ; 4 
mean the:ruroing. of.:Men. f from.$in..£0., 
| Holineſs. ' This, Kone. Is bey on A 
Reſt rain. to:{ſuch 1FLOUS < 0 | Bok | 
neo which limiteth, FH . 


Ing. '; x42 

AND therefore 3 hall. oy ug. «f 
Reformation, butug JEF.Q, TELPEC to ſuch 
open Eoi{s,;: Qur Lord, \ Wi 
a Hogs T4 


[ Luſts, make: = the Marry: ubloymont. 
of Apoſtate Sinners, and: this- w/o _ 


C 4 open 


er | defiance of Gods Fre : Some 


are 


their Tdols, Jer:'-50.; 38.- 
Some _ Blophogting the -Sacred” Name- 


of 'God, Pts kr Contempt of,  and* 
Evynity ag rainſt '/hint,-Some profating' 


his ahh andWorſhip': Others deſtroy- 


ing the H armony-of this Lower'State,by 
violating The Laws'of thoſe ſeveral 'R $94 
Hong Men ſtand i in 1 to.hch other; ſome 


lar rin Geodomg.22d the”. 


like, .. 01G Fi! {LL OIBE (S. 251 
'The' prevalency\ be fach Critttes' argizoch | 
the Dobits Empire; and 4s far' as \they 
objaiti-he*Reigr is any plate, Revidirg.' 
Bnt when thele be Reformed, his'Seat ſo' 


far'is Jig wr the Kbgdean of 


Chi#ſt gets grattn 
Tao reform a W, rld Fa cortupt, was: 


very becoming 2 foly Jeſus, but poſſible 


only. to 'an: Ala Ja: aviour;" when alf 
Te oo, # fx, 1 Joh. 2:46; and 


thewhote of ibis fo-cafl ly, [oder cit 


deef Fo . ranges Wicke 


x 


AMONG 


am I... dd © mw, yY cAiyin *Q%. It oo - 


Co nh 


—— 


a Aww c.09 £@A«-o - A -- __ 


In 


tothe Socagties, &c. 25 © 
AMONG other efucs for the-Glory- 
| of God:-and: the Benefit.of the Creation, 
Jeſus Chriſt-reſolveth the Reforming of. 
- | Menkind ; He came to bleſs 45, in turn-: 
_ | 7ngevery yh of us from:his Iniquity; AE. 
| 3-26: + For, well knowing; Impunity- 
' would makeno Man happy, 'whileſtthjs: 
Temper.and Courſe of Life is wicked, 
he will B:ſ5 ax by Reforming usz and to. 
effeft: this, 'was a conſiderable part of his 
Errandis: thi ſame igatteſted.1 Joh,.g.8: 
| Forthtn Purpoſe the Son» of God WAS MA 
| -ifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil,#;"e7 Unrighteonus Wicked, 
| Works; theſe. Deviliſh: 0 Bands wherein 
Satan hel d' /Men, + "Chriif came tO..un-. 
looſe.; 415 et 
The: Methods Clriit Took: to ref 
the WW orld; are greatly. adapted-to' this 
end, as well a5 expreſiive of his concerns 
edneſe to: accompliſh} jt 3- conſt der: his 
— That Cedoths ws t0. deny; n+ 
dlineſs Altmeſe und Worldly rar gy nl to-Tive 
Sober Righteanſly 'and God! Hy in, hr 
_ | preſent Worlds Tit»2:-11,12;:3And if 
| you will examine thi8s the Sanding it 
will be found, that the higheſt-profeſh. 
on of Religion with a bad Life, and the 
greateſt 


oreateſt Pretences to'Grace, where Vices 


are indulged'z make up no more than a. 
dead Image, and: will prove no other 


than'Damning Hhypocrife. 


THE fame Golpel-light willconvince 
you, that the Dottrinal Opiziozs which 
tend' not at all 'to promote Practical || 


' Godfmels, are 'but 'vain Notions, the 


moſt planfible Specutations which obſtruct! 


it,” are deſtructive Erroys ; yea, the moſt 


Orthodox Conceptions which influence 


not+*to 2 Sober Behaviour, will ' eventu- 
ally increaſe Mens Condemnation. Nor 
can'any Man wiſely examine whether his. 


Knowledge, Faith, -or Love, be:/aving, - 
of not ſaving, unleſshe try them by the 


Efficacy they have upon the ſcope of his 
Praice : ; 'for they will never-prove Sa- 
ving ir that Man whom us fail to Ree- 
form. - | 

-QUR Bleſſed Lord did not only. a- 
dapt his Dodrine to our Reformation, 
bur he'alſo ſuffered Death to remove the 


Obſtacles to it, and to-procyre the Spi-, 


rits Operations for reſtoring'the Divine 


Tmage' and: turning Men from re 


wicked Courſe, © 


< Is OD 2am sD — — 
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| HE ſpolled' the Devit-of his Power' 
to that Degree, that he . earinot- compel 
[Men to Tranſgfeſs, as otherwiſe he had 
been able. 
 WICKFDNESS he put to the Bluſh 
| by his own Holy Example; ; and provid- 
Ja Barier againſtit, by the Authority 
| "I on both Magiftrde and wed 
_ 1114 h 
'NEED [ ad, his comvtuling cf cio 
| [a new implanting ) ſuch Notfcer and'Tre- 
fins in Falter Me,” as "tender them 
1 bs Aſbar'd.,and Afraid of groſs wick? 
| is till they'be havdwed by Caſtons ; 
| and even by this ſcarce ever*brought(o 
far, as not ſet#eHhyto diſallow theirown 
Vitious Conrles, and oprOver rhe con- 
a 
NOT to tottiention his Probidtentiel Re- 
ſtraints,” and ſenſible Rebiikes'to'flagitt- 
_ | ous Evils, nor his clear Explication' of 
| God's Laws; let us notE how fulland 
| plain an Account he hath: 'given us Of 
Heaver and” Hell, "whereby Sin aftd 
l pre meaty be far enough from be- 
ing ''Inderent' Matters $6 Tmmortal 
Souls ; for 'as<either 6f' them do' Go- 
vern, "we {hall' be” Eternally lodged Fw 
ene 
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the - 0ze Or "other; of thoſe two. places, 
Row. 2. V8, 9, IO. | 

.AND for: what i is this; and [the reſt 
hat 3 our Lord hath done? But- that 
Profaneneſs and: Immoralitycmay be Dx- 
pelled, and-true Reljgion, FJaltice, Truth 


Love,” Purity; and Temperance- might: 
. 484577 prevail, with an Ackzowledgement | 
of himfelf as the great Means of all. How | 
happy. wilh;this. Earth -be, when his | 
Kingdom” ogercomes 2 hat is, when |: 


this' deſigned :Reformation Univerſal 
prevaileth-——The Natural, .as_ well a 
che Moral Effect of it will'be'a ſtop to 


the; Miſeries and the Improvement oF 


the true? Welfare:of Mankind. 


;2.Prop.,; ALE they-who-promote the 4 
Reformation of the Manners of Manking, | 
are ſo far with Chriſt and his Kingdom, |- 
and againſt, the Devil and his King ; 


dom. - let + 


.- THIS determineth whom they follow 4 
as their Leader, iand what End they live | 
to. Wheneyeriyou pat a'ſtop to Sin | 
by Advice;» \Keproof, or Reftraints, you | 


are .oppoling what' Chriſk came” to.dg- 
ſtroy.; and when yon contribate tothe 
Advancement of Piety attdiVirtue,. you 


ih 


X1 
is 


concur |* 


to'the Socteties, &c, 29 
3 | concur with Chriſtin'what his Heart-is 
4|ſet on, You may ſay, We are Workers 
ſt | together with Chrif?, 2 Cor. 6.'1. and this 
£ 1'in RN Yat he will own at laſt. © Nor'ticed 
- [you fear" oppoſition therein from'atiy 
4 | befides the Devil, and ſuckiashe'can'n- 
t'|flnence :- You fight under Chriſt's Con- 
4 [dn&;- and this 115 the trueſt” Indication 
x. [that you are his Subjedts and" Followers ; 
s | yea, if you do it heartily,;'arid-for r7gh; 
1 Eds, it's an Infallible: Evidetice Une 
ly his Diſciples in Sivcerity.” 'o-Proſehte 
5 | Men to a Party among \ Chia Hans WHI 
a [te found no'fnch Tong ofih our 
f 
e 
| 


f being for Chri8#, as this Faithful Ende. 
| | Your to Ref6rm Mens Ways. b- 
e |. *3 Prop. Every Man'inhis' proper Sta: 
[tion ought to be. for Chriſt,"in protno- 
, | ting-the Reformation f othethn* Totike 
the Senfe- bf this, you may'dbſerve the 
'extent of the' Oblipati on 5 4t's'a/ Met, 
*exch ſhould do ſomewhat! 3 the- Medſut 
-and Limitation of Men's'Atte pts; that's 
to be according to their proper Statton': ; the 
1 1-44; tleere rof Service inthis'Work, 
: Sarcommodated: toi your 'Abiti- 
: 218 and” Obp6trinities; CAtHy Negtetfhs 
r 


'ctpabile; itholF Endeavors will' be 
acceepted, 
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ed. 


"THIS is part of the Charge that ac- 


companies every. Office ' of Divine Ap- 
pointment,, Magiſtrates have their Power 
and. Honour, with this affixed therets, 


That they be a Terronr to Evil Doers, andls 


a Praiſe to-thens that do well, Rom. Ig. 


3, 4+ | The Supreme Magiſtrates ſhould] - 


.enatt Laws againlt Immoralities and Pro- 


faneſs ;, and all'in Power muſt execute] 


.the eſtabliſhed Penalties i»-partially, and 
conſcientiouſly. 
- MINISTERS are appointed. by Re- 
proof, Threatnings, Inſtructions, and 
Cenſures to diffwade tromall Iniquities, 
.and. prevent them what they can 5 and a 
_Woeis, dengumced  expreſly; aka ſueb 
.a5 omit this, Ezek.-33..6. .. It; were calle 
to prove that Maſters areto, reſtrain Im- 
piety and; Vice in their Serwarzts,and tha 
1's. ipcumbent.on Parents co-uſe all-dili 


. gence to ſubdue Tranſgreſhons, Eh en-| 


- courage Vertue in-theix Children. 
THIS:Charge:is {o. evident, that one 


| would think; a pres by to. 'Hogour and - 


accepted, and Order maſt be maintain | | 


] 
; 
{ 
} 
] 
{ 
| 
{ 


*- 


Ps - in wt oo 4 4 MM > fa 


aa. os... ons. ihe oo. hes 


Duty. as by: Divine. Appointment, werel 
Aibngenions .4/ any m-theſe Superiour 


Rela-| 
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| Relations, who diſregard that Reform- 


ing Work,,: for which, God appointed 


| Fe {aid Honour and Authority——+N oy 


is it any; Wonder /that- Providence: 
permits, the, Inferionr Correlates to: de- 
{piſe and , diſobey them, who. ate Over 
them, ,when, Superiors/- [utter Vice, in 
them-to. go unreſtrained... 

BUT the- Obligation. of ſach Superi- 
ors ta Reforming Work, is too obvious - 
to inliſt.,on g the Scruple may Appear 

greater,among Equals, {and ſuch may. he 
ready ;t9; excuſe themſelves- by. laying, 
T am a Private Man, without Power. vwer 
, my Neighbour, and therefore free from all 
Obligations To endeavour their Refarmati- 
on. Touch I anſwer, Either Reforming 
others; is not Chriſt's Intereſt, @r.thou 
according to thy Station,,.art obliged. tO 
do it3-and; thou. mayeſt innocently. ab- 
ſtrut the Amendment of athers,. or at's 
thy Duty.to promote 1 their Amendment: 
| For the Text is thus extended, //hprwer 
is wot far aue; is agdinit-e, and; why $6 
thers not with; me, featiers abroall.. (ni 
,TRUE;-;The Magiſtrate's pos is 


not thine to-do execution thy. (elf, bat 
Chriſt by the Magibee calls t9.thee, 


as 
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as Exod: 32. 20. Who is on the'Lord's 
fide,” let him come'nnto me. \Tt is*the res 


corded Fault of the Common People, as 
dw 45 of others, Nore calleth 'for Ju 


be TEMmty” Attotions Crimitds, Ifa. 


my 4. ard you ty as welb ſay; Notie 


| <xceptthe Magiſtrate, ſhould help to-ap--|- 


prehend the. tlfingMaurtherer ; as that 


 Ho'bther ſhould' iſe to Convit- the 


Drunkard, Fornieator, #'Sabbath-profa- 


ner; and Blaſphemer. If thete-were no. 
Laws'topuniſhitheſe Offenders; thy pri- 


vate ſeaſonable Reproof, and forbeari ng 
their' "Company, would be thy ſt Re- 


BUT hed! ove be-Lawyits ainſt [ 


ſuch 5 nay, whenthe-Laws expreſly 4+ 


colrags Private* Mens -Profectition'/ of 


ſack;,* what ean'be'pretended e6 exempt 
you from: doing ſo fmall a thing as #- 
forwing againſt Tranſgreſſors, i it they 
"may be reclaimed; and the at PRO A+ 
fed by. their Paniſhment ; _—_ 

>2THE- ſame” Providence that ed* thee 


to behold-that Offerice, ' (ifoprivate Re- 
h t di- 


* proof recover: notithe inquen( 
-Qatesito thee, thou are that Perſon de- 
Bigite to embibter: tis Sin/ to lim-by 


Publick 


LIMI 


JMI 
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Publick Puniſhinent, and ſo prevent 
the Contagion by his indulged” Exam- 


le: - 2 Nt 
F The Ends of good Laws are fruſtrated, 


| if private Men muſt not Convict Offen- 


ders ; for what great uſe are our Laws 


- againſt Vitious Practices and Profane- 


neſs, if Multitudes may offend, and 
none be Puniſhed, unleſs that they per- 
petrate their Villanies in the 'ſight' of 
{ome Zealous Magiſtrates, whicharenot 
many ? © Moreover, the Obligation 'of 
Private Perſons to reſtrain Sin as they are 
able, doth reſult from that Duty of Love 


. you all owe to your Neighbonurs,! Ley. 
T9. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy"Brother 
+: thy Heart 5 thou” ſhalt in any wiſe e- 
buke thy Neighbour, 4nd not ſuffer Sin up- 


on him. Thy Neighbours Amendment 
3s the End, rebuking him 1s'the'Means : 


— —But what is meant by this'Rebrk- 


7ng2 Noleſs than that juſt Severity which 


| 5s ſufficient'to reclaim him be uſed; when 


gentle Reproof hath been tried in vain : 
—— For you may as well-lay,toreprove 
him by Word is no Duty, if you may 
ſtop- at that, when you can lawfully 
bring him under Methods wore ſevere. 
D For 


218- SERMON 


For to rebuke him includes the la as \+ 


well as the former : Nor-15-it leſs 
hatred to deny him the help of Legal 
Puniſhments, to aftright him from 'em, 
than to grudge him the aſſiſtance of a 
few words of thine own. 


- BUT to ifſue this Point. I put-it to . 


your Conſciences, is not every Private 
Perſon-abliged to-do all which he hath 
both' Right and Ab;lity to do, for the de- 
throning of Satan, advancing'of Chriſt, 
ſerving his Country, and ſaving his 
Neighbour 2: Will any Man -deny this? 
——Now:Reforming others. by judici- 


ally profecuting the Flagitious, tend to | 


theſe gaod Endsz+and that the meaneſt 
among you have a'Right and Ability to 
Convict ſuch Criminals,. which 1s a fat 
means-:to the : Reformation, you cannot 
pretend : «What Pretence than will the 
obfcarity of your Condition -yield a- 
gainft the convitting them, being your 


Daty., ' as well as others, eſpecially when | 
any Man's giving Teſtimony, for Convi- 


(ion, 1s but as a Private: Man, and the 


Law authorizes you. therein, as much as 
if you werea Magiſtrate ; therefore. you 


are as much-obliged to Witneſs,” as any 
| Magt- 


> Pam © hwy mr >. hwy $0; : 
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Magiſtrate :.. And you have no Plea a- 


+ 


painſt engaging herein, but what might 
command 2Plath ; for he that Dm 
the Heart ices, and will force your {elves 


to own, . that you omit it, becauſe you 


| ſecretly . favour Satan's, Empire againſt 
| Chriſt, you make a light account of the 


evil and danger of. theſe , $ins,. you are 
under a Curied Indifferency for Chriſt's 


willan, 
wall 


, . ; - - is o : 
neſs, Falſhood, Injuſtice, Drunkennels, 
'D 3 and 
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and -Debaucheries. And, my Friends, 


this 1s ſo far from Contingency, that 
there is a _neceſiity, and a certain futu- 
rity-of -it from the very Conſtitution 
and Effentjals of a true Chriftian, even 
ſuch;that he'cannot be aChriſtzar indeed, 


who ſtatedly,” and altogether omits it. - 


--For, 1.' IT is implied in our Dedi- 
cation to Chrift, We become Chriſtians by 
our Dedication to the Lord Jeſus, and 
that: Dedication can*amount to no leſs 
than that 'we do renounce the World; 
Fleſh'and Devil, and will fight under 
Chriſt's Bariner,” and ſtand by his Cauſe 


oy 


and INIT ICS and his Uſar- }. 


pations,; which. interpretatively 1s not 
only, "that'the 'Devil' and the Fleſh ſhall 
not govern me inparticular,but that as far 
as Tamable, they ſhalf govern no other 
Perſon ; they ſhall have-no place whence 
I can expel them, TH-adhere *to Chriſt, 
and vigoroufly follow him in all jaft 


” 


Attempts for their Reſtraint and Extir- 


pation. 
YOU weara Chriſtian Name,and you 


own that you yeilded up your ſelves un- 


tothe Lord/Chriſt by Covenant-engage- 
ment: How then is it poſſible, if your 
| Hearts 
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| Hearts were right, to hear his Name 


Blaſphemed, ſee his Day Unhallowed, 
his. Laws trampled on, and.whathe came 
to deſtroy, maintained with - defiance, 
and you connive at Mens doing it with- 
out controul, when you have the happy 


' | advantage of good Laws to put a {top 


thereto. PITS | 

TO reconcile this to Chriſtianity, you 
muſt reckon that Profaneſs ;:and-Sacri- 
ledge are part of your Chriſtian Yow ; or 
that Hypocriſe 1n vowing, is allowable, 
or elſe that in giving up your ſelves to. 
Chriſt, .you truly 2xterded no more than. 


| what maybe thus exprefſed.. Oh thou - 


my Saviour ! To thee yield up my ſelf, 


"that by thee. I may. get Safety, and Life 


Eternal ; but I am not ſo. much as toof- 
fend a wicked Neighbour, or.at all 'to 
expoſe my ſelf in reſiſting #hy Enemies, 
avouching thy Intereſts, or pleading thy 


\ | Cauſe: I muſt be exempted from. all La- 


bour, Expence, and Hazard. in follow- 
ing thee as my Leader ; I will be Neutral 
in thy Undertaking to reform the World, 


|-and excepted from purſuing that Deſign. 


With theſe Limitations, Tm content to 
give up my ſelf to thee, this is all I 
3 mean 
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mean by my Chriſtian Dedication, and-if 
therein thou infiſteſt upon more Service 
on my part, I diſavow and rezornce that 
Dedication, and ſhall ſhew that TI do ſo 
by. my indifferency and negle&t, when- 
ever thou putteſt me on helping forwards | 
the Work of Reformation. | 
WHATEVER you may farcy, thus 
muſt your Federal Tranſactings with 
Chriſt. be interpreted, if you eſteem your 
ſelves unobliged to reſtrain other Mens 
Oaths and Enormuties. - | 
BUT how are you impoſed on by Sa- 
fax and your own Carnal Minds, if you 
can imagine that this is to be Baptized| 
in (or into) the Name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Gho5t, Matth. 28. 19. or that 
4 good Conſcience anſwers to no other De-| 
mands- in that Baptiſm: which ſaveth, 
1 Pet. 3. 21. Read the Goſpel again, 
and you'll ſoon find it Condemneth| 
{ſuch a heartleſs and deceitful ſenſe of de-} 
votedneſs to Chriſt, a ſenſe which every 
Gracious Soul muſt abhor ; .yea, com- 
mon Ingenuity will deteſt, as Ungrate-| 
ful and Baſe, and too mean for a Chriſtias| 
to offer, or a Bleſſed Redeemer to ac: 
cept. Every real Saint will reckon = 
$4 od omen = pmol 
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ſelf ſeparated to Chriſt; and that Chriſt 
hath thereupon an abſolute Propriety in 
him, and that it's by the utmoſt Services 
this Propriety is to be acknowledg'd ; his 
Language is the God whoſe I am, and 
whom T ſerve, Aft. 27.23. To me tolive 


- 3s Chriff,. Phil. x. 27: 


2. A Regenerate Nature impels a Chri- 
{t1an to. further the Work of Reforma- 
tion. | | | 

EVERY true Chriſtian 15 partaker- of 
the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. by this 
he 1s denominated the Regenerate Seed 
of Chriſt, becauſe he is in a degree tru- 


ly conformed to Chriſt in his Temper 


and Inclinations, and thence he loveth 


and abhorreth things correſpondently to -<, 
_ what Chriſt doth: Upon which very 


account the reforming deſigns. of Chriſt 
are lovely to the Genuine Chriſtian, and 
all daring wickednels is deteſted by. him 3 
yea, a Zeal for the reſtraint of Sin, and 
for promoting Holineſs, is become his 
Natural Taſtin@ ;, and therefore he ſuf- 
fers.in the Criminal Exorbitancies he be- 
holds, and muſt offer a violence to him- 


ſelf when he teſtifieth not his duflike a- 


eainſt open Wickedneſs, as well as his 
D 4 appro- 
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approbation of what's virtuous and- be- 
coming. | 

HOW impoſlible then muſt it be to 
ſuch a Man to have a proſpect of Re- 
forming the flagitious and a certainty of 
reſtraining their, open and daring Vil- 
lanies, and yet neglect the means which 
are in his Hand to effett theſe things ? - 
YOU muſt ſuppoſe the Judgment, 
Conſcience, Will and Afﬀections of this 
Man altogether unaCtive ; nay, himſelf 
to. move ſtatedly againſt his ſtrongeſt 
biaſs, and Divine Influences to yield, 
nor excite any Holy Propenfſions, it 


Sloath, or Carnality can reconcile him 


to indulge what he ſo abominates, and 
to neglect what his Heart is ſo intenfly 

bent for. | 
MOREOVER, you muſt conclude 
this Man to pray in a deceitful manner, 
and to counter-act his own Petitions, 
for he daily prayeth, Thy Name be 
Santtified, and yet ſuffers it to be Blaſ- 
phemed : Thy Kingdom come, and yet 
countenanceth Rebellion ; Thy WIE be 
done on. Earth, as it is in Heaven, and 
yet conniveth at the daring violation of 
God's plain Commandments, and is con- 
tent 
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tent the Earth ſhall be an Emblem of 
Hell for Villany, Matth. 6. 10. | 

A good Man from the inſtin& of a 
Holy Nature faith, Rivers of Water run 
down mine Eyes, becauſe they keep not thy 
Laws, Pſ. 119. 136. And 1s it poſlible 
' he ſhould refuſe Labour and Expence to 
F-caſe himſelf of what he thus heartily 
| complains. What coſts him Floods of 
Tears when he cannot prevent it, muſt 
force his utmoſt endeavours to ſubdue 
1t. 
_ WHENEVER you determine that a 
Regenerate Perſon may neglect to help 
4 forwards the Work ' of Reformation, 
you muſt account him to fruſt 
greateſt hopes, which are, That there 
ſhall be a »ew Heaver, "ahd_« new Earth, 
wherein dwelleth Right eonſneſs, 2 Pet. 3. 
13. He muſt be reckon'd free from the 
impreſs that every Nature 1s under the 
| power of, viz. an abhorrence againſt 

what is deſtru@tive to it, and an aptneſs 
| to prope agate it (elf. 
THE Reforming of the World js oze 
| — Fi ren of Chris Diſcipling and ga+ 
therine Men into his Kingdom. 


THIS 
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THIS is the Charge they receive, this 
is a great part of their Truſt, and they 
muſt be treacherous to him, and unfaith- 
ful to that Truſt, if they omit to enligh- 
ten, cleanſe, and reform the World to 
the utmoſt of their Capacity. Chriſt as 
the Head of the Humane Nature, is en- | 
 gaged 1n a War againſt the Devil, to reſ- 
cue Sinners out of his Power, to divide 
the Spotl, Iſa. 53. 12. 

HE might have employed Angels a- 
lone 1n this Conteſt ; but he will patan- 
Honour upon finful Men alſo in the Af- 
fair. He could have furniſhed all the 
Men he employ'd, with the Dignity, {| 
Force, and Authority of Princes ; but 
for the generality he makes uſe of a few 
mean ordinary Perſons, that Satar's De- 
feat, tho afliſted with the Scepters of 
molt Kings, might be more tormerting | 
to the Devil, and more Honoxrable to 
Chriſt. Of this number aſli{ting Chriſt | 
in this War is every real Chriſtian reck- 
oned, and upon his efficacious Call, he 
enrolls them his Subjeds, and by making 
them Chriſtians, . liſts them Soldiers ; 
not only to fight their ow way to Hea- 
ven, but to aſſiſt Chriſt's Cauſe, and ex- 
JARS: tend 
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tend his Conqueſts as far as they are a- 
ble, 2 T7. 2. 4. 

VERY offen they bear their Teſtimo- 


ny for Chriſt, by-enduring oxly a Fight of 
AﬀtiFions, Heb. 10. 32. and thus over- 


come by Dying, 'Rev.'12. 11. The more 


qualified among them defend the Faith 
by Arguments as well as by Sufferings, 
1 17. 6. 12. 2 Tin. 4.7. But the ſum- 
mary Truſt of each Chriſtian, and-at all 
times, and by all dne ways, 15 no leſs 
than this, viz. That jm defence of the 
Laws of Chriſt, they ſtrive againsf Sin, 
Heb. 12. 4. (which mult” oft, be other 
Mens Sins, or their Blood had not been 
in apparent danger to be ſhed for ſtriv- 
ing againſt them.) And that with the 
Doctrme of Chriſt, they promote Piety, 
and Virtue, which that Dodtrine fails 
not to produce, where-ever It 15 {incere- 
ly received. 

AT ſome Seaſons .Chriſt gives an ad- 
vantage to his Followers, by wholſome 
Laws, and Godly Magiſtrates— And 

when | its ſo, can you think-their own 
ſafety ſuſpends their Truſt 2 Or that he 
who was to die a Martyr, for teſtifying 
againſt Sin, muſt not oreoks Sin by en- 
deavour- 
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deavouring to put thoſe Laws in execu- 
tion which are enacted againſt it, ſuch a 
{uppoſition argues their 2xzet 15 dange- 
rous to the Church in a worſe ſenſe than 
it hath been as yet accounted, viz. that 
it relaxeth all Qbligations. on private 


Chriſtians to endeavour faithfully the 


Worlds Amendment. 

— THEY that govern themſelves by 
this Notion, would ſcarce have been 
Martyrs for any concern of Chriſt in a 
Day of Suftering ; for if Idleneſs, or a 
Scoft be enough to deter from reſting 
Sin, ſurely a Flame, a Gibbet, or loſs of 


Eſtate would prove ſufficient to make * 


them commit thoſe Sins, and Condens all 
Holineſs. CI 

HAD former Martyrs lived in our 
Days, that Zeal which governed them to 
die for Chriſt's Truths, and Laws, mult 
have compelled them now to a& vigo- 
rouſly for his Laws, and never ceaſe to 
adore that Grace ' which: afforded them 


the Protection arid Afliſtance of Magi- 
ſtrates in ſo acting for Chriſt againſt Sin 


and Satan. WE 
PUT theſe three Heads together, and 
judge whether he deſerves a Chriſtian 
Bt Name, 
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Name, who will not Ngage ON Chriſt's 
ſide to reform the Nation, and whether 
there be any danger that a true Ifraelite 
can refuſe it, unleſs his Dedication prove 
a nullity, his Regenerate Principle looſe 
its power, and the deſign of his Chriſti- 
an Calling be diſappointed -2 


APPTO TIS Mo 


Infer. 1. REAL Chriſtians are united 
in the greateſt things. - 

THEY are for Chriſt and his Inte- 
reſts, againſt Satan and Sin, in the bent 
| of. their Hearts and ſcope of their Lives, 
To me to live is Chriff, hath their joynt 
conſent, Phil. 1. 21. 

HIS Kingdom they endeavour to ad- 
vance, his Royalties they would main- 
tain,and what oppugnes him they would 
overthrow, they would make the LES 
wiſer and better, and ſet aJl'Men {free 
| from Satan's Empite, which is upheld by. 
and expreſſed in the Dominion of —_ 
Luſts. * 

UNION in theſe great things) may 
well conſiſt with difference mleſs confi- 
derable Matters, and is more Chriſtian 

and 
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and of. higher conſequence than Agree» 
ment in many diſputed Noetios, Or ac- 
cord in a Ceremony. 

HOW mean a thing and unprofitable 
351t. to be of one Fattian,or Partyzyea,or 
Communion among Proteſtants, compa 
red herewith ? Let Men agree in theſe 
never ſo much, they are departed from 
: . Chriſt, and Carnally joined together, if 
they. are divided in a reſolvedneſs to 
reform the Nation: 3 - - | -: 

AND what a pity 1s it, that they 
who are joined in Chriſt. this Head, 
and in this, his Intereſt and Deſign, 
ſhould | be diſunited _in_ leſſer! things, 


eſpecially to mutual Hatred and Derra- | 


ations ? 
| AND more is it to be bewailed that 
any. Perſons, who honeſtly 2am at the 
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— to try their own gb and © 
examine their Proceedings, eſpecially 
when vehement: Te know not what zranner 
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| 


wn Sean : io co end  &0O ano .d0 OA 


ON” TT On  — ws " Y 


gomgnmnsd — (am, 


£©CTOCT_ and _— 


to the Societies, &C. 31 
of Spirit ye are of, was 2a Charg againſt 
better Men than us, Luke 9. 55; 

Infer. 2. ENCOURAGEMEN 1S in 
promoting Reformation Work, are ve- 
ry great, notwithſtanding: the: greatneſs 
of the Difficulties. 

DIFFICULTIES I. know are apt to 
deter from beginning, and to diſcourage 
you from proceedizg in this Work, tho 
Honourable 5 and he 1s unthoughitful 
who acknowledgeth not-the Difficulties 
to be great. . Great are the ſtruggles of 
Corrupt Nature : ; violent, unwearted, and 
various 1s the oppoſition of Satar, 'that 
| we may fay-as St. Paul; We fight not a- 
_ gainit Fleſh and Blood, but again#t Prin- 
Uipaltties and Powers, Eph. 6.33 

IN our Land Cuſtow hath heightened 
the Torrent of Profaneſs and Irreligion; 
and makes feeble means incapable. to 
put a ſtop. thereto. * D 

GREATNESS and Moltitude {6311 
| too much fupport theſe, as former Autho- 
rity for unworthy Deſigns, had a great 
hand, in. introducing and making. them 
faſhionable. 

BUT after all, if your Eyes were oper, 
you would perceive that more are for 

yon, 


P 
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or, than can be againit you; and the 
ground for Conrage much exceeds that 
of Deſpondency. | For this ehd review 
a little. © p EC. 
1. WHO he's that your are for, and 
with you. - 
2. WHAT you are ſtriving for, and - 
againſt. * | | 
3, WHOM you have to oppoſe and 
foht againſt you. ©, __ EPR * 
- 4. WHAT pteſent Advantages in this 
, Work you have at this time. 
I. WHOM you are for, and is with 
you. 
MY Text tells you it is for Chr?i5t; he |, 
is your Head, 'to whom the Kingdom 
3s given, and who 1s far above:Principa- 
lities and Powers, Eph. 1.21, 22, You 
have! him for your Leader, who hath 
the -fecurity of Heaven, that he ſhall 
Reien and Overcome', Rev. 17. 14+ 
and of whoſe Kingdom there ſhall be no 
end, Dan. 7. 14. In the Fight you are | 
ſure to proſper in the proper Seaſon, 
which if delayed, he will alikgown and 
reward your Faithful Endeayongys, as if. 
your Succeſs were greateſt, . | 


Ic 


it 


_ Eye is ſtill upon. you, and his Pn 
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CAUSE of fear in this Enter ize you 
have none; whenhe can protect you in * 
the utmoſt danger, and hath a: Right to 
admit you into his Heavenly niaglom 
when. your Work 1s over, both which 
he will infallibly do, for be bath the 


Keys of David, Rev. 3.7. 


GO onthen, for no Faichful Follow- 
ers can ever be aſbame# of this General ; 
nor will he be afhametd of ſach.. : 


ever with you, we renew your:Frength 


and afford Sppor Angels think this 
Empl o onqgakige - hin to ” be theix Ho- 
nour, Rev . And can you'diſdam 


1- It? Millions of Marty rs have elteemed 


his Service ſafe, even eo they Suffer- 
ca, 6d het you be afratd 7 fe 

YOU are' for him who is the God of 
the Spirtts of all Fleſſi, able to alter Tem- 
pers, and change Mens Minds. Yea, 
can command unexpetted Sxcceſs to the 

reſt Inſtraments. 

IE. CONSIDER: what you are ftriv- 
ing for, .and againit what. Hy 

71S & vr what God, and Angels, and 
all GoaTMen approve ; yea, its forthe 
Intereſt of CHRIST on Earth: 

E Things 
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Thitigs;” that when! they cprevail, will 
make Mankind happy? And they are 
what {hall moſt: certainly prevail againſt | 4 
the uitmoſt-'oppelition of Earth and |! 
Hell: {what you attempt to advance, |: 
will Juſtifie the (greateſt Expetice, La-|& 
bour and Hazards. -- mM 
BUT :againft what do you contend >*|# 
 Tfs- painſt Profaneſs and: Debauchery ; | 
not things good, nay,. not diſpatable, or | 
| different 5 but ſo-plainty evil, thatthe 2 
moſt brutiſh would 6lubito plead :for.; | 
it's againſt the Reproach and Leprofie of '|1© 
Humane Nature, the Caxſes of -our paſt | 
Calarnities, :and what-can alone endan- 
er :the Nation: for: the future. : Theſe+£9 
Sins, themfelves are the JorefÞ Plagnes, Pc 
It's Vice you- would /extirpate, which | 
makes its Abettors::Cewardly.: It's what Þ« 
Reaſon;'as well as Rnvdion, teſtifies a-"ÞV« 
gainſt, ifs what few Sinners like in their 00» 
own Children': Who would notibe ien- | 4 
conn to reduce and remove ſuch? a1 
. WHOM you have to-oppoſe and” pe 
fohs againſt you in'this wi} - of (par 
Reformation. Th Ye pe 
ITS'the Deviland: ſac as he aoth actu- P01 
ate, who will reſt [tfout; 'heis the-grand }V 
Leader, JOY 


4 
( 
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| Leader, and they his Inſtruments ——: 
And even himſelf is. cai? into Chains by 
|the Great God, 2 Pex. 2.4. your Leader 
hath trampled on him in the Upper:Re- 
g7ons, Gol. 2, 15. he hath: inva "great 
meaſure prevailed againſt him in. the 
Earth. alxeady, and will ſhortly chain 
him up from his woxted Influences. here 
|below; Rew. 20. 3. yea, at laſt he;will 
entirely. baffle, break him, and | 


Y ma OY 


{veyond any further Attempts, | Or 
s 10s: L | Wi = a 4 
TAKE Courage, it's againſt-onewha 
{is an:V/urper, and whom his moſt;Ob- 
2Þ£quious Followers are.oſbamed to awn, 
.pnd-afraid to ſee. 1376 Herron 
| IN a word, greater; ſtronger, wiſer, 
 þnd better. 15 he-that leads you in. thn 
Work, than he whomthe Workd-'fol- 
, Nows in oppoſing Reformation.. ' - ./ - 
| | AND: asfor x WE HP who. engage 2+ 
Fainſt the. attempt 'of- ſuppreſling.. Vice, 
Faey [canbe. none but the [nconfederate 
* part even. of Brutal Perſons 5 and.2s they 
| ences ',will . foon moo 
they'l 


o 


£ 
o 


* 
judge 


- 
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judge them verykind if they ſhall re- 
form, and as highly Juſt'when they have] 
ſinned vwly the” Seaſon -of Amend 
ment, 
- IV. Y. Ou have very” encouraging ] 
Advantages at thisJunfure!* ] 
THE Pat aneints Addrefs, and th J 
King's Proclarnatiofn therenpon,: with: h 
proſpect of more Laws purſcant theretd \ 
6" zpeat things, and good figns:5 thy-4 
moſt*hopeful} Indications Bovlind fi 'T 
many Years afferdeth': You engage-4 ai 
ganſt Evils which the Supream Authorit I 
in-all its Conſtituent parts, have teſtified 
againſt; Magiſtracy is engaged and i mw 
joyned to affiſt you 3 nay, it's no-othehth 
co the Execution of many Excel " FE 


FY your Stefetier qre 
multiply mg m1 the Country, yea, you ll 
DFE; kg nhifated- in rela with ſu 
greater 'fucceſs than here ; the-imain” off en 
your Diffrulty is *6ver, and: ſignal: 
ceſſes have attended*you'; many Prayer 
are 'on"'your -{ide;' and” D[atifble Pow) | Pe 
concettied” with ' you. ' By*many. {ut Na 
things. Heaven {mileth on this Work,angco: 
can you. faint without We oteateſt Reſze 
F_ ? Exhorth 
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| ' Exhort. LET metherefore Excite and 
e Lies -you-to- os vigorvaſy- Tos. this 
| Glorions Attempt. 
I have proved it your Duty paſt/all 
| Diſpute, that | ought- to remove © your 
| Backwardneſs and Sloath. I have ſhewn 
| you ſomewhat of your Ercogragements, 
al:let that allay all fear. :- Need I tell you? 
6] You-are thereby endeavouring but due 
k-Returns from England tor its Eminent 
&\Deliverance from extreameſt. Miſeric 
# and thoſe nnavoigablc to Huinane 
1 View. s. 
& YOU are preventing, thoſe Calaniigie 
{which will retum with-Aggravations, if 
iceſe Evils be not Reformed, Ezra '9, 
#13, Iq- | 
YOU: are providing the ſareſt, way'to 
grevive our Trade, prolong, : our Peave; 
d recover Eng laxd's Glory. If you 
{ ſucceed, Bodies ws Minds will be freed 
gpfrom the-ſad Effe&s of 'the Debauche- 
I ries,  which.are as fatal asapparent.. _ 
- YOU lay the beſt Foundation: for 
1 Peace at ONE the Divided Parties in this 
Nation, iwho willwhen YVertuogs, eaſily 
nd coaleſce,” and be free to-:take away all un+ 
\e meceſſary Cauſes of Diviſion, a 
23 YOUR 


W 


| and Poſterity, by preventing the Intedtr 


_ utmoſt Pains and- Charge: And :can it 
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YOUR. very Meeting together, and 
zoynt Concurrence in this laudable Em- 


ployment, will Coxci[iate yourMinds.and 
melt 'them down into Moderatio»,which 


is Temper neceſfary,and upon which] 


our Happineſs ſo: much -depends, that I 
dare deliver this Prognoſtick : England 
can never be fixedly happy in its Religions, 
or Czvil Concernments, but by an ONIO 
betmeen the:Moderate Churchmen, and the 
Moderate Diſſenters. 

\YOU. befriend. your own Children 


onthat may ruine them. 


MANY - other Arguments: m1 ohit bel+ 


urged—— Oh. that theſe and all. others 


made uſe of by the ſeveral Reverend M#| 


niſters, in -both:Flaces of your Meetings, 


may, by. the Bleſſing of God envigorate| 


your Minds in this Attempt, and diſpoſ 
1ranſgreſſors to ſubmit thereto. 


ANDſurely whatever is a Motive to]. 


the Phyſtian. toendeavour the Cure, it 


much more forcible with the Diſeiſed te 


adnut it : Is, endeavouring the: 
igof you Oh Sinners! So: iplainty the 
Duty of this Society, 'and worth hel 


be 


A ak Va ou um FTY -_ $00 HY 
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be a light thing, whether you. will be; 
Reformed, or no > Oh the Teſtimony 
againſt. you that ſhall ariſe from Hunice, D 
if you be.ſ{till uncleanſfed | = 


See CAUTIO NS. 


i ſhall givea ow Cantions. .; | 
1. WLTFH reſpect to the Preliminaries 
to, aud the firit Words of my Text. . 
'STATE not Chriifs LT ons. which 
ou: propoſe to» ſerve YOur.. /*a 
Hh but bis own plain 7, Jour. hoſe 
them 3 you are not for Chriſt-by eſpou- 
[+ ſing an Error z you att not with,: ar: for 
him in oppoſing what he forbids not, Or 
violently contending for what is #zdiffe- 
rext, trivial, or doubtful-; his Kingdoms 
| Concerament liesin what | is commended, 
plain, and momentons.. | 
AND therefore let- your Endeavours 
- belaid out in+ proportion to. the evi- 
dence his Word.gives concerning things, 
and tho it be too-1unuſual, yet be you as 
earneſt fox;whatis important, and plainly 
commanded, and ageiit what is Hlagiti- 
ous:and plainly Probibited, as athersare 
apt.to+ be for. trifles of their owe tnvent-. 


E 4 ng, 
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AND withal, be afraid, without high- 
eſt Scripture Evidence well applied;” to 
judge any Men, or Party of Proteſtants, 


to be for Or againi# Chriff, in contradi- | 


ſtinFion from others : 'It would make a 
Tender Heart to bleed to hear two' Ex- 
tremes apply that one Text againſt Men 
of a duer Temper, How long halt ye be- 
tween two Opinions 2? If God be God fol- 
low him, but if Baal, follow him, 1 King. 
18. 22. when more Charity would better 
evidence either fide to be the Followers 
OF CHE DES | 
'2. TO ygouthe Members of the Socte> 
ties, with reſpe? to yo” Ondertaking: © 
\ THINK not lightly as to your ſelves 
of ſach Sins as eat not under the edge of 
the Magiſtrate's Sword : For tho they are 
not 76 Yareful to Hunan Societies, and 
therefore not ſo provided againſt by the 
Law of Man, yet they areas contrary to 
Chriſtiayity,, and mcornfiſtent with it;/ as 
others be.” Bratal Sins ate chief 
you have the Law 6: 


o-J 


ave the Law on your fide to pu- 
_ riſh :*Biit be you alike watchful againſt 
Deviliſh Sins, ſach' as Malice,  Etivy, 


Pride, 


ing, of againſt Sins of their own ma- 


- thoſe. 


which entirely govern you! in this At-. 


ml 
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Pride, Rancovr, | Lying, . &*c. . Guard 
alſo againſt Infidelity, Hypocriſte,, Car- 
na}.Selfiſhneſs, ' and. all Impuruy. of 
Heart; which with _ the like Sins God 


_ reſerves for Puniſhment in endleſs 


Flames. | 


' - WATCH dfiritly that no Scandalous 


Practices of your own; blemiſh, or ob- 
firt& your Undertaking 3 for,you will 
be more obſerved than others, and your 
Faults will inducea Charge of Hypocri- 
fieupon all aQive-Inſtruments, tho ne= 
verſo ſincere. kat 104) cet: role 

- -LET not your Endeavours be blaſted 


' by any appearance of Praginaticalnels, 


Oſtentation,: Folly, Rage, Vanity,-ma- 
king a Sport of Sin,. Revenge, .or Parti- 


ality':——But contrive things ſa,.that 


the Puriſbed may be forced; to confeſs; 


It's Zeal for God, and Love. to. thei 


TAKE care that yonr Ends, and the 


Principle you att. from; be approved by 
the Heart-ſearching God ;;- that ſo you 


may not looſe your Reward, nor forfeic 
his Defence : And know, it's poſhble 
for Carnal-Selfiſhneſs to be the Spring of 
| | ACtions 
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 Adgions advanced:to the height of theſe,” 


tho fo-very excellent. 

Go not out of your own Station, net- 
ther uſe any. unjuſtifiable means, leaſt 
you' prove dSzares to: others, or yaur 
{elves, inſtead of Reformers. | 

BE tender of your Neighbour's.Re- 


putation, 'and-therefore publiſh no Man's. 


Faults, unleſs it be before the Magiſtrate 


in "order to: Civil Puniſhments ; or be- 
fotePerfons authorized to inflict Charch 


- Cenfares > Reproachful Railing was never 


ordained by God, or Man, to be a Re- 


forming Means : And he-who —_—_ 


you's | Peakwot evit of one another 
AVE. 'Fea;/ of 0 Mar, Tit: 3. 2. will 


requireat your Hands all that obſtructed 
Service; and''all affiictive Dammage oc- 
calioned oy your IPRINE: Lan- 
gage, © 

"AT PEMPT 1 to > Convidt no Man' of 
Puniſhable Crimes, where your Proof is 
nof Full and ehdent ; for thereby you'l] 
diſcover yonr own Folly, and” Uncha- 
ritableneſs, baffle your great Deſign, ex- 
poſe your Neighbour to OP and. 
your "_ to dari {5 


BEGIN 
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BEGIN':not with Severeſt Methods, 
where you hope milder will prevail ; 
for it's not Crnelty, but Reformation is 
your Honeſt Aim ; and the laſt is bes# 
attained, *'when the leaſt of the Hirſt 3s 
needful. 

ADMIT nothing to excuſe your 'Vi- 
gorous Care'to reſtrain Sin, which will 
not bear' your Dying Thought, in 
view of God's Tribanal. Fi 

LET nothing below- or beſides Re 
mation,, be your Defign, and-. yet be 
not ſatisfied with the meer Honeſty of 
your Jwtcntion, but- uſe the beſt-and 
juſteſt ' ways which a well informed 
ar pp direCts, as won to reach that 
En £241 

TRUST notin yOu 03991 Heart: nor. 
reckon Succeſs to be at your own Beck; 
but 'depend on, and | Pray much to 
God for his Condudt, Defence, and 
Bleſking. © 

LIMIT not your Reſolution to perſiſt 
inthis Bleſſed Attempt by the continued 
Aſſiſtance of others ;, tor many now Vi- 
_—_— may cool i 1n time, - but your 

bligation will not ceaſe by their Back: 


ſlidines.” 
REPENT 
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REPENT-nor of beginning this At- 
tempt, if you ſhould meet with eſs 
Succeſs, and more Trouble than you at 
firſt expe&ted : For it was not well-co:r- 
fadered, 1f you did not count. your 
Coſts; and your Undertaking may be 
well - managed o# ' your part, tho great 
| Succeſs be wanting. But however, u#- 
expeFed Trouble will not-leflen Duty, 
nor Diſappointment as to expected Suc- 
ceſs, hinder your Reward; nor will 
other Men's Faultineſs be charged on 
Ou; Sos th i 4. þ 
ALLOW not your Spirits to grow 
Luke-warm and remiſs in this. Work:; 
when you haveifor ſome time applied 
- your ſelves to it, and attained ſome. de- 
gree of Reformation thereby. There is 
need of this Cantioz, on theſe ſeveral 
Accounts. Your Endeavours' will be 


faint, proportionably-to the Remiſſneſs 


of your. Spirit - Time is apt to -allay 
that Fervour, which in the beginning of 
an--Enterprize 1s' more common:and Na- 
tural; the need of Reforming Methods 
will-co-tizzue, tho you ſhould find ſome 
Reformation as to open Im pieties, for 
many Defilements will abide unclean- 
TH ſed ; 
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| ſed 5 Corrupt Nature will ſoon. diſco- 


ver it ſelf, when Reſtraint diminiſhes, 
and the - yore violently, becauſe a while 
SET no: bounds to the Reformation 


you propoſe, . ſbort of what the Laws of 


the Land:do-countenance.- -. 


-.. WHATEVER. Evils- they remark, do 


not you. connive' at, tho. they appear 


not ſo groſs as thoſe you at firſt encoun- 
ter. Its Wiſdom in a-very Degenerate 


Nation, 0+ begin with - the greatei# 


Crimes ;——But it will be Unfaithful- 
"nels, when theſe are ſomewhat amended, 
to overlook : the Taſer ; for. they are 
Evils,” and: wall, 1 


' indulged, diſpoſe 
Men to return: to ſuch as are- more A4trc- 
WISELY prevext all Diviſions, Quar- 


:rels, and Siniſter Dealings in.your- ow#z 
- Societies,* Should you be unealiec to each 
-other, your Strexgth' 1s broken, andthe 


which is ſo abſolutely neceffary to. your 
Uſefulneſs.;.; The Reaſon why I caution 


you againſt Diviſions, 1s this * It too 


often happens, that forwardneſs in ſuch 


Attempts proceeds from a Natural: Fer- 
| Donr, 
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D0nr,as well 45/2 pure Heavenly Zeal ; and 
as faras this Natural Fire is active, Pro- 
,yoking Inſolence, and Indiſcretion, are 
hardly with the greateſt Eare prevented, 
and; what tendency the diſcovery of 
theſe have to Quarrels and Diſguſts,” 1 15 
too obvious to.1nfiſt on. 
_ HAPPILY would this Work be car- 
ried on, if a Divine Zeal. i Sedate 
 Tempers:dire#s it, and every one ſhall 
bear as much with each other's Weak- 
'neſs,- as he- would in a Profitable Con- 
.cetn- of his -own; As: to. that part of 
the Caution which relates to. S7zifter 
Dealings, T have no ground to ſuggeſt 
it,::but that the Holieſt Society — 
may. have a Judas, and whilſt our Na- 
ture is not wholly healed, we ſhould 
be warned againſt Satan's Devices: 
Laſtly, TAKE heed that: your Socie- 
ties. Degenerate #0t, nor be made-to ſerve 
* :Jower, orother Purpoſes, than this of 
_ the Reformation. of Manners,  Earthly 


Minds may debaſe their uſe, and Deſign- - 


_ .?ng Men endeavour - to pervert , them. 
, They now / are duly managed: to. Ends 
for which they. Jeers this Glorioze 
Warby : Oh let- that Name ever. govern 

IE all 


LIM 


Es 
a. 


| 


LMI 


the Land that is not cleanſed. And when 
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all your Diſcourſes, Dafons, and Me- 
thods. He too little knows Mankind, 
and the Hiſtory of . former: Times, 
that thinks'- this Very: Caution need- | 
leſs.* 7; 
THE Lord impreſs theſe Warnings 
which Faithfulneſs to Chriſt, and agreat 


Eſteem of our Undertaking, ON 


me to deliver. 

I ſhall conclude the whole by . C 
you fo Lament with me ; that the Cit 
and Nation ſo hate to beReformed, that 
they who ſeriouſly attempt it, muſt bear 
the Scoffs of #203#: and to be an Informer 


againft the obſtinately Vicious, is with 


them a reproachful 17tle, tho God re- 


cords it for a C ommentltion tO Men of 


higheſt rank, 0.9 1 F 
LET's Bewail ; That after all Gad's 


Tong uſe of all Reforntinl g Methods, : we 


{honld {tif have ſo Fl: ziced to be Re- 
formed. That Text, Ezek. 22. 24.45 
applicable to us ; Say unto her, Thou art 


we conſider that the Peſtilence,'? 
Burning this City, the Sword, loG of 
Trade, growing Poverty, and-above 
all, the Goſpel Means of Grace have 


been 


5p 


More, gin 
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 been'alt * as unefe@hal to Re- 
claim'us, /have:'we .not great cauſe to | 
pray that God-paſs not that Sentence 4- | 
gairit ws, which you. find: Uttered by | 
this ſame Prophet 2 Cap. 24. 13. In thy | 
\Filthineſs is Lewdneſ7, becauſe T have pur- 
-ged thee,” aud thon wait not pus ged 5 thou... 
ſhalt not be Ce] from thy Hthineſs any] 
have cauſed wy oi fo rele 
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